Voyage of “Sea Sprite” 1 November 2007 – 30 November 2007:

Part 7: Our experiences as a live aboard cruising family:
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Before the departure from Rio Dulce we had several items to take care of or fix on Sea Sprite. One of the remaining items was an uninvited guest on board, a small mouse as Carmen called it, which later on showed up to be a small rat. It took us 8 days to catch him in one of the 4 traps we had bought for this unplanned event.

At 11 November 2007 was we and “Sea Sprite” finally ready to leave Bruno’s Marina, Rio Dulce in Guatemala. The departure was done the next morning at 10:00 on a very wet day, with light rain during the whole cruise to Livingston. All equipment, new and repaired, was working fine and we dropped the anchor outside Livingston 3 hrs later and made the check out paper work the same day with good assistance by the agent Raul Morales who charged us Q 395.00 including all departure fees.
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During the visit in Livingston we met Gill, an American solo sailor, and spend some time together enjoying the few facilities available in the town (good food and Guatemalan beer).Went thereafter early to bed to await the next days tidal water for crossing the sand bar.
At 13 November 2007 was it time to say goodbye to Guatemala and we both had a strange feeling, like living Kenneth behind us, even when knowing he still was together with us in our hearts.
To cross the Rio Dulce sand bar, with one feet water above MLW, was this time without any ground contacts. The whole cruise to Big Creek Port in Belize was on a nice broad reach giving us an average speed of 6.5 kts with the forward Jib and the Mizzen as only sails.

Compared with our Check-In with the Authorities last June in Belize City, was the procedure in Big Creek unexpected easy. It was fast, friendly and very cheap, B$ 40.00 (US$ 20.00) including taxi transport between Immigration and the Port; to compare with the B$ 400.00 we had to pay for same services in Belize City.

In Belize City we had to visit the Mexican Consulate to organize the Visa for Carmen as well as the entry permit for me and David. All permissions were issued the same day by the very friendly and help some personnel on the Consulate. This time they also issued 5 years multiple entries Visa for Carmen.
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During the 4 hours waiting time we made some shopping in the City and also bought a new digital camera. The 5 years old “Canon PowerShot 4.0” broke down, properly due to the humidity environment on these tropical latitudes.
We had some email communication with the British High Commission in Belmopan, concerning the possibilities of issuing a common Visa for Carmen to the British Overseas Territories in Caribbean. They finally told us that Carmen must apply for a Visa to each of the British Islands and we decided to leave that matter to the future.

After some windy days with rain in Cucumber Beach Marine the weather forecast reported better conditions during the coming week and we left the marina on Saturday 24 November 2007. [image: image4.jpg]


The wind was in the beginning NE 10 kts but within one hour the wind became calm so we had to motor the 25 NM to Cay Caulker.

The navigation was complicated due to disagreement between the GPS position and the indicated map position on the chart plotter. Additionally the whole route was in very shallow waters since we were cruising along the inside route of Belize Reef. This route requires to pass Porto Stuck Channel during the high tide because of the 5-6’ shallow water in the channel. When approaching the channel I noticed a chart plotter position difference of ¾ NM from the actual position.
Cay Caulker was a backpacker type island with some nice restaurants, several low price hotels, two major grocery stores, bakery and plenty of souvenir shops. [image: image5.jpg]


Even the local small cemetery, located between the restaurants on the main street, seems to offer the customers a nice location with sea view. The people were all very friendly and tourist minded and therefore we enjoyed our short stay on the island. 
Next destination was San Pedro which is the exclusive vacation resort in Belize. The price level for everything was above average without giving us anything extra for the money. [image: image6.jpg]


The town was well maintained and the houses outside the town and along the beaches were like in the better part of Florida, very exclusive and of beautiful designs.
There was no marina in San Pedro and all visiting yachts have to anchor inside the reef, to stay protected by the swell and waves from The Caribbean Sea. 
The same reef continue all the way to Northern Yucatan in Mexico and the towns and villages along the shore, can from the seaside only be entered through small, narrow and poorly marked unlit entry points. Furthermore the charts, electronic or paper charts, were not correct for pilot navigation; why the support given in a cruising guide, by drawings and descriptions obtained during the author’s own crusades, was very important and helpful for me to avoid any “accidents”. Anyhow I have to admit that each time we passed through one of these gaps on top of a wave into the reef I had the sensation “ARE WE NOW RIGHT ON TRACK OR…..” 
After one week in San Pedro with moderate strong wind most of the time the weather “window” finally came and we made the check out in advance from Belize on Saturday 01 December 2008 to be able to leave the following morning. [image: image7.jpg]


The water tanks (800 liters) was filled by 4 dingy trips to the nearby water tap and the last provision was easy completed by a visit to one of the grocery stores down town San Pedro. The check out procedure was this time easy, cheap and fast. The necessary papers, in Spanish, for Xcalak in Mexico were issued by the female Customs and Immigrations officers with a pleasant “Welcome back to Belize”.
Fair wind and calm sea,

Hans-Martin
