Voyage of “Sea Sprite” 01 December - 31 December 2007:

Part 8: Our experiences as a live aboard cruising family:

The exit through the reef in San Pedro was an easy navigation with assistance of the Cruising Guide and the yellow exit buoy. The cruise along the ocean side of the reef was excellent sailing with Jib, Main and Mizzen sails. The Stay sail was furled due to the dingy was tied up on the forward deck. Weather conditions were ENE 15 KTS Rain Showers 25°C 1013mb, Waves 6-8’ and the 25 NM to Xcalak in Mexico, was a 5 Hrs cruise to the unmarked entry point. Again the Cruising Guide’s helped us to navigate through the reef; the chart plotter indication was -0.5 NM south of the correct GPS position. We moored Sea Sprite to one of the 3 buoys close to the commercial dock in Xcalak.

After several unsuccessful calls on the VHF we decided in person to visit the Port Captain on his office and also make a short visit to the village. [image: image1.jpg]


After the 30 minutes walk around the “down town” area we now call Xcalak “the end of the world”. A short description of the localities, 3 restaurants, 2 hotels, 1 very small grocery shop and a mobile shop, arriving 2 days per week, selling fresh meat and bread, a primary school and a medical clinic.

Unfortunately the weather and sea forced us to stay on our mooring position inside the reef for another 3 days. So now we can assure you that all places around Xcalak has been explored during this visit. Xcalak is according the tourist guide a fisherman village and next day we asked to buy some fresh fish. The answer we got was: “Impossible to buy any fish here, first you have to find a fisherman with a valid license to fish and then wait until he has enough paying customers to make the fishing profitable”. It showed up that there was no fishermen who could afford to buy the necessary licensees required by the Mexican Government, so we ended up with a Italian style spaghetti dinner instead.[image: image2.jpg]



The Port Captain’s Office was closed until Monday morning. The coming day’s weather forecast promised us High Pressure weather with calm wind and sea conditions, so we decided to make the check in clearance to Mexico in common with our departure Zarpe (clearance) to our next destination, Puerto Morelos 135 NM to the North.

At the Port Captain’s office we were told that he was unable to assist us with any clearances because his secretary had called sick to day. The only papers he could issue were the check in & check out Zarpe. The other authorities, Immigrations, Customs and Health Inspection, we were asked to call at our next harbour Puerto Morelos.

That’s the way “strict” procedures in Mexico rapidly can change from one day to another.

Wednesday 5 December 2007 was an early morning departure through the reef at Xcalak. We had a beautiful sunrise, weather and sea conditions. Calm wind, clear sky, 27° C and waves 1-2 feet. Motor sailing the whole trip with a current of 2-3 kts gave us a good SOG (speed over ground) between 8.5-9.5 kts. Fuel filter #1 (pre-filter) became clogged and had to be replaced midways on open sea; the night time cruise was this time chilly and required for the first time warmer clothing. I had again some wrongly position indications recorded on the Navionic electronic chart (lesser than 0.3 NM).
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Arrived at El Cid Marina in Puerto Morelos at 0730 next morning and the Dock Master had organized the invasion of the Authorities around 10 people distributed by Customs, Immigrations, Health Inspectors and the Navy.

El Cid Marina is a new facility. They opened their business last year, but are still unknown to the boat community, and therefore it’s easy to reserve a dock position on short notice. The marina has a very nice recreation center, at the nearby hotel, which is free to use for visiting yacht members.

The swimming pool was one of the biggest I ever had seen and the service around was excellent.

Staying in Puerto Morelos and want to visit Cancun, 20 miles to the North, the transport is best done, by the comfortable air conditioned buses, leaving every 30 minutes, along the busy Yucatan beach road. [image: image4.jpg]


Cancun is a city with two city centres, downtown centre and the hotel centre. Downtown is more conventional with Mexican style shopping streets and the hotels centre with exclusive and touristic shopping streets.

I liked Cancun very much it’s a nice green and clean city with friendly tourist minded people wherever you go. Unfortunately there are no marinas or moorings facilities in Cancun other than for smaller motorboats able to enter the shallow lagoon between downtown and the hotel area. The closest we could come Cancun with “Sea Sprite” was Puerto Morelos to the South or Isla Mujeres to the North.

We left Marina El Cid at 0930 14 December 2007 for the cruise to Isla Mujeres 28 NM North of Puerto Morelos. This time the weather was unpleasant with 25 kts wind from the North rain showers and 6-8 feet waves; and a very uncomfortable sea due to the North bound current and contrary wind direction. The nearby dissipating Hurricane "Olga" was the reason to this wet and gusty weather conditions. [image: image5.jpg]



Isla Mujeres is a very popular island only 30 minutes express ferry trip from Cancun’s Puerto Juarez. During week days the amount of tourists is comfortable, but from Friday to Sunday there is an invasion of visiting people. The ferries arrive every 30 minutes with a load of 150-200 passengers and all of them want to walk on the narrow shopping streets or rent a golf car for their own private expedition along the single lane and only asphalted road around the island.
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Sea Sprite was docked on El Milagro Marina 0.5 NM South of the town and we planned to stay in the marina until New Year. Furthermore my daughter Cathleen and her companion Christian will fly from Stockholm to visit us during the Christmas. We where all very much looking forward to this upcoming event; last time I met Cathleen was 4 years ago in Stockholm.

On the restaurants along the beach avenue you can order a delicious prepared fish or lobster menu any time during the day. 
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Most of the shops on the shopping streets offer the same assortment of common Mexican souvenirs. This of course triggers a bargain situation when trying to get the best looking souvenirs to the lowest price. I know that Cathleen and Christian made some good bargains during their stay here. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR  
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It has been a wonderful period in Mexico and we would like to return within the nearest future.

Fair wind and calm sea…

Hans-Martin

